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2016: A YEAR IN REVIEW
Dear friends,
The engine of all human development is affection and
love; for our own life and the lives of those around
us. What gives us this love for life cannot be reduced
to money, stability, food or work. The desire for living
comes through an experience of shared humanity
even when times are tough.
We at AVSI-USA continue to embrace our primary
task of staying with others who face difficult
circumstances, offering that positivity and sure hope
which we had the opportunity to experience in our
lives. In 2016, those "others" were Syrian and Iraqi
refugees, the battered poor of south Haiti, earthquake
victims in Ecuador and thousands of families just
struggling to make ends meet and give opportunities
to their children. This report offers a glimpse into what
we managed to do, together.

Ezio Castelli and Jackie Aldrette

AVSI-USA President

AVSI-USA Managing Director

> AVSI-USA
Our Identity

AVSI-USA is a member of the AVSI Foundation,
a network of 36 organizations worldwide
which share the same vision and method.
An international NGO started in 1972, AVSI
Foundation continues today its mission of
promoting human development with a focus
on education, following the Catholic social
principles of dignity, solidarity and subsidiarity.
AVSI Foundation implements over 100
humanitarian and development projects
in 30 countries in partnership with private
donors, bilateral and international agencies
and businesses. AVSI-USA is a non-profit
organization with 501(c)3 status.

Our Mission

We work with individuals and communities to
restore dignity and build resilience in the face
of poverty and marginalization.
AVSI-USA sustains long-term partnerships with
local organizations to enhance capacity and
broaden impact in the areas of education, early
childhood and youth development, economic
livelihoods, health and nutrition.
AVSI-USA connects people across borders,
creating opportunities for solidarity and friendship
that go beyond simple economic support towards
enriching life experience.

Burundi
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AVSI STAFF

1,340

PEOPLE
AROUND THE WORLD

350,000
DIRECT
BENEFICIARIES

21

35

LOCAL
PARTNERS

(including governmental,
educational, healthcare
institutions, NGOs, religious
organizations, local authorities)

8

COUNTRIES

$7.1 million

PROJECTS FUNDED BY
U.S. GOVERNMENT

RESOURCES LEVERAGED
FROM U.S. SOURCES

|
> PEOPLE FOR DEVELOPMENT: A UNIQUE APPROACH
1. Focus on the Person - We cherish the human
dignity of each person we encounter. We
understand that the individual cannot be
reduced to a social category or limitation such
as poverty, disease, conflict or disability.
2. Starting from the Positive - Every person and
community represents a potential resource for
development, regardless of vulnerabilities. We
look for local initiatives and solutions and find
ways to strengthen those.
3. Working Together - The approach to project
planning and implementation starts from
a relationship with people. Together we
implement activities that empower the local
community and lead to mutual growth.

4. Development of Civil Society and
Subsidiarity - Key to sustainability is the
capacity of civil society and individuals to
respond to needs and opportunities. We
recognize and support the creation of local
institutions integrated in the social context
and we transfer skills and knowledge to
enhance local initiatives and delivery of basic
services.
5. Partnership - The challenges of extreme
poverty and marginalization are too great
for anyone to confront alone. We forge
partnerships with public, private, local and
international partners in order to create
synergies and optimize resources for lasting
results.
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On the following pages, we present
a cross-section of the scope of our
work in relation to the greater AVSI
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network, present in 30 countries.
In particular, this year we highlight
projects funded by the United
States Government and AVSI-USA
partners in various countries.

COUNTRIES, PROJECTS
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> WHERE WE WORK

30

COUNTRIES

149

PROJECTS

COUNTRIES WHERE AVSI
HAS PROJECTS

MEXICO
HAITI

8

IVORY COAST

|
ECUADOR

PERU

KAZAKHSTAN

SOUTH SUDAN

|

KENYA
UGANDA

MOZAMBIQUE

US GOVERNMENT
PROJECTS:
UGANDA SCORE - USAID
FARE - USAID
RWANDA TWIYUBAKE - USAID
KENYA REFUGEE EDUCATION, DADAAB - USDOS
MOZAMBIQUE HIV PREVENTION - USDOS
SOUTH SUDAN WAPSS - USDOS
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RWANDA

LONG-TERM
PARTNERS:
UGANDA LUIGI GIUSSANI INSTITUTE OF HIGHER EDUCATION
HAITI AVSI HAITI
ECUADOR FUNDACÍON SEMBRAR
KENYA CARDINAL OTUNGA HIGH SCHOOL
KAZAKHSTAN MASP
MEXICO CRECEMOS

HAITI CHILD LABOR PREVENTION - DOL

RWANDA AVSI RWANDA

IVORY COAST SCHOOL FEEDING AND LITERACY - USDA

PERU AVSI PERU

> AVSI AND THE UNITED STATES
GOVERNMENT
For the past 20 years, AVSI has partenered with the
U.S. Government, developing innovative, personcentered programs that have had long-lasting
impact on communities. Our dedicated staff brings
depth of local knowledge and understanding
that results in context specific programming and
effective engagement of local actors and resources.

AVSI-USA supports AVSI Foundation in the
management of its portfolio of U.S. Government
programs including relationships with the funding
agencies and partner organizations. The projects
highlighted here are some of the current initiatives
implemented by AVSI and partners with technical,
managerial, and research support provided by
AVSI-USA.

To U.S. Government and other partners, AVSI
provides
1) on the ground, local knowledge;
2) capacity and flexibility to partner in various
ways; and
3) a strong commitment to people and, therefore,
to quality in everything we do.
SCORE Project

© AVSI Uganda
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SUSTAINABLE COMPREHENSIVE RESPONSES
FOR VULNERABLE CHILDREN AND THEIR
FAMILIES (SCORE)

Uganda, 35 districts across

Donor USAID
Partner CARE, TPO Uganda and FHI360
Activity SCORE is a multi-sectoral, family-centered project
that reduces the vulnerability of individuals and households
through four strategic objectives: improving vulnerable
household socio-economic status; promoting food security
and nutrition status; increasing child protection and legal
services; and strengthening household capacity to access
critical services. Each household is assessed in a holistic way
at enrollment and on a regular basis during the project. SCORE
uses a Graduation model to improve resiliency. To date,
roughly 7,000 households have proudly graduated.
Beneficiaries 28,700 vulnerable children households
Period 2011-2016 + 2 year extension until 2018

FAMILY RESILIENCE (FARE)

Uganda, Kampala and Wakiso
Donor USAID; under ASPIRES project led by FHI360
Partner Retrak and COWA
Activity The FARE project reaches separated children living
on the streets or in child care institutions and helps them
return home. The project also works with their families to build
resilience and social support networks. Families that are atrisk of child-family separation are identified at the community
level and receive parenting and life skills training, psychosocial support, and referrals for additional services as needed.
Economic strengthening activities are made available including
apprenticeships and vocational training to youth, savings groups
and training for marketable skills. FARE will contribute to the
evidence base of how best to keep families, strained by poverty,
together and resilient.
Beneficiaries 2,400 children and 650 households
Period 2015-2018
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TWIYUBAKE: IMPROVED SERVICES FOR
VULNERABLE POPULATIONS (ISVP)
Rwanda
Donor USAID
Partner Consortium led by Global Communities with Path,
AVSI Rwanda, Partners in Health
Activity Twiyubake is an integrated approach to OVC care,
which has the cross-cutting goal of building the capacity of
local organizations and the Rwandan Government to sustain
strategic responses even after the project finishes. The project
will increase household resilience through family centered
and integrated approaches that link households with
clinical services as well as other support such as economic
empowerment, nutrition, education, child protection and
parenting skills.
Beneficiaries 50,000 vulnerable children households
Period 2015-2020

REFUGEE EDUCATION

Dadaab, Kenya

Donor U.S. State Department, Bureau of Population,
Refugees, and Migration
Activity Refugee Education is a multi-year education project
for Somali refugees in the largest refugee camp, Dadaab.
The goal is to increase the self-reliance of refugees and
preparedness for voluntary repatriation through strategic
education enhancement activities. These activities fall
under adult education, key resource teacher professional
development, female early childhood development, teacher
training, work employment training and scouting activities
for refugees and the Kenyan host community.
Beneficiaries Somali refugees and the host community
Period 2014-2018

Child Labor Prevention Project
AVSI Haiti

© Marie L'Hermine

Kenya
© Marco Andreolli
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WOMEN AS AGENTS OF PEACE IN SOUTH SUDAN
(WAPSS)
South Sudan, Cueibet County, Lakes State

CHILD LABOR PREVENTION: LET’S WORK FOR
OUR RIGHTS
Haiti, North Province

Donor U.S. State Department, Africa Bureau
Partner Catholic Diocese of Rumbek and Women Welfare
Agency (WWA)
Activity WAPSS is empowering local women and the WWA to
participate more actively in local peacebuilding institutions and
processes. It also seeks to improve identification, reporting, and
response to incidents of SGBV at the local and county levels. All
activities are founded on mainstreaming female empowerment
and mainstreaming SGBV identification, reporting, and response,
including providing improvements to the SGBV referral system
and linking peace response with SGBV response. WAPSS uses
innovative methods to identify and track conflict to better allow
empowered community members to mediate it in their own way
using existing resources.
Beneficiaries 9,124 direct and indirect beneficiaries, including
local authorities with a special focus on women
Period 2016-2018

Donor U.S. Department of Labor
Partner Catholic Relief Services leads a consortium with AVSI,
JURIMEDIA, CLES, Haiti Survice and Jesuit Service to Migrants
Activity Child Labor Prevention is seeking to reduce child labor
and improve labor rights and working conditions in agriculture,
through a comprehensive set of interventions that engage
government, civil society, and the private sector in the protection
of children and workers. The project helps households whose
children are engaged in or at-risk of child labor and hazardous
working conditions to attain sustainable livelihoods in order to
have children return to school. The project uses different types of
interventions including providing information about labor rights,
improved livelihood opportunities and savings groups, enterprise
and employment services, and assistance for youth and children
to attend formal and non-formal education.
Beneficiaries 7,500 households and 10,000 children and youth
Period 2016-2019

|
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INTEGRATED SCHOOL FEEDING AND LITERACY
PROGRAM

Ivory Coast, Regions of Cavally, Bafing, Bagoue,
Poro, Tchologo, Bounkani and Gontougo

Donor U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), McGovern-Dole
International Food for Education and Child Nutrition Program
Partner World Food Programme
Activity Integrated School Feeding and Literacy Program is a
two-part program, addressing school feeding and increasing
literacy in primary schools. AVSI’s goal is to improve the quality
of education received by children through an integrated set
of literacy promotion activities, in parallel with WFP’s school
feeding activities. With the Ministry of Education (MENET),
AVSI has reviewed existing curricula, and is coordinating a
collaborative effort to bring together pedagogical resources for
reading instruction. AVSI guides the implementation of reading
assessment of students in project schools, supports the MENET
in training teachers in the reading curriculum and focuses on
the involvement of the whole community.
Beneficiaries 125,000 students in 613 schools
Period 2016-2021

COMMUNITY HIV/AIDS PREVENTION THROUGH
INFORMATION AND COUNSELING IN PEMBA
Mozambique, Pemba

Donor U.S. State Department
Partner U.S. Embassy in Mozambique
Activity Community HIV/AIDS Prevention has a multidimensional approach involving: strengthening a local
counseling center, training young people and traditional
leaders and spreading basic preventative information to a
wider audience. Through both direct service (counseling center)
and information (training and communication), this project
will achieve results that are mutually reinforcing. The goal is
to reduce the transmission of HIV/AIDS by influencing the
traditional values of young people and the larger community by
providing information about HIV transmission, prevention and
treatment.
Beneficiaries 80 youth and adults, both HIV positive and not,
seeking medical care in the Alto Gingone neighborhood; 12
traditional leaders in charge of initiation rites
Period 2016-2017

> AVSI-USA LONG-TERM
PARTNERSHIPS
Partnership is at the heart of our work. Our
“together” approach to development reflects a way
of looking at the world that recognizes complexity,
celebrates the diversity of gifts, and values
interdependence. AVSI-USA is proud to support
the work of these amazing partners:

AVSI Rwanda
Crecemos, Mexico
Cardinal Otunga School, Kenya
Fundacíon Sembrar, Ecuador
Luigi Giussani Institute for Higher Education,
Uganda
MASP, Kazakhstan

AVSI Haiti
AVSI Peru

Crecemos
Oaxaca, Mexico

14

|

A R 201 6

REBIRTH OF QUALITY EDUCATION

OPPORTUNITY

Kampala, Uganda

Oaxaca, Mexico

Partner Luigi Giussani Institute for Higher Education
Activity "When a person discovers herself and understands
her own infinite value,” explains Rose Busingye, LGIHE
Founder, “everything she touches gains meaning." This holds
true for students, faculty and school
administrators, alike. Luigi Giussani
Institute for Higher Education is
working to drastically improve the
quality of education in Uganda
through leadership training for
faculty and school administrators
who bring positive and long-lasting
impact to communities.
Results In 2016, in conjunction with Notre Dame University,
250 teachers and school administrators from 18 schools
participated in the program.

Partner Crecemos
Activity Nutrition and good dietary habits are at the center
of activities at Crecemos, a community-based organization
that integrates academic, nutrition and social programs for
nearly 500 families in the semi-urban
areas near the city of Oaxaca, Mexico.
Children receive more than just a meal,
they participate in regular health checkups and intensive nutritional/hygiene
education. Healthy habits are brought
home through the significant number of
volunteer moms who participate in programs.
Results In 2016, Crecemos integrated activites included
exercise, sports, dance and a mobile library that brought books
and recreation to over 1,600 families.

|
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OCCUPATIONAL TRAINING FOR ADOLESCENTS
WITH DISABILITIES
Almaty, Kazakhstan
Partner MASP (International Association for Social Projects)
Activity MASP is a local organization founded by young
Kazakhs in 2002 to address the needs of vulnerable
populations such as orphans, juvenile detainees and
children with disabilities in Almaty and environs. In 2016,
MASP renovated two centers and initiated an occupational
training program for adolescents with disabilities to increase
independence and social
inclusion.
Results 30 young people were
trained in baking, sewing,
woodworking and felting skills,

JOB COACHING FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

Lima, Peru

Partner AVSI Peru
Activity Young people from the slums of Lima face extraordinary
challenges in entering the workforce. Since 2009, Oficina
Laboral, a project of AVSI Peru, has
been operating in one of the worst
neighborhoods in Lima, Cono Este,
to address the high rates of poverty
and marginalization through targeted
interventions in job development and
career orientation. Recognizing the
need for mentoring during the critical first months of a new job,
Oficina Laboral provides job coaching services to help new-hires
navigate the challenges of formal employment.
Results The program helped 100 young people define
practicable career goals and significantly increased the
percentage of new-hires who retain employment.

> EMERGENCY RESPONSE
Lebanon
©Marco Palombi
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The refugee crisis in Africa and in the Middle East. The earthquake in Ecuador. Hurricane Matthew
in Haiti. These are examples of AVSI-USA interventions in areas of chronic crisis, conflict and
post-conflict. Carried out with the invaluable support of local communities and organizations,
these actions are aimed at containing as much as possible the damage caused by these situations,
carrying out health interventions, infrastructure restoration, and providing education and income
generation opportunities for families.

> REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS: AT
WORK FOR A CHANGE OF PACE
We are now witnessing an unprecedented global
migration: 65.6 million people around the world
have been forced to flee their homes. Among them
are nearly 22.5 million refugees, over half of whom
are under the age of 18. Extending our 2015 appeal,
Refugees and Us: We are All on the Same Road,
we launched in 2016 the campaign Refugees and
Migrants: At Work for a Change of Pace. The main
scope of this appeal is precisely to promote a "change
of pace": let's get to work so that those forced to flee
may one day be able to return home.

2016 REFUGEES
AND MIGRANTS

2015 REFUGEES
AND US

Individual Donations

$38,307

$20,788

Foundation Support

$9,000

$10,000

Grand Total

$47,307

$30,788

> EARTHQUAKE IN ECUADOR
The earthquake that shook Ecuador on April 16, 2016 was

asking for donations for the victims. Our constituents

the worst natural disaster to hit the country in nearly seven

responded generously to our initial appeal and we raised

decades. At least 676 people were killed and more than

almost $5,000. Thanks to these contributions, we supported

16,600 others were injured and 2,000 buildings damaged.

AVSI Ecuador to help eight families who had been directly

As soon as we heard about the earthquake in Ecuador,

affected by the earthquake and 40 families in the rural area

we activated the AVSI-USA network in the United States

by providing food and building latrines for their houses.

Ecuador
© AVSI Ecuador

Individual Donations

EARTHQUAKE
ECUADOR

HURRICANE
MATTHEW, HAITI

$4,590

$13,287

Foundation Support

$30,250
$4,590

Grand Total

$43,537

|
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> HURRICANE MATTHEW IN HAITI
On October 4, 2016, Hurricane Matthew hit Haiti, leaving

expected, each school benefitted from additional work to

widespread damage in the impoverished nation and

make them safe and child-friendly. While rebuilding the

disrupting the lives of over two million people. It was

schools, AVSI also implemented art therapy activities for

the country's largest humanitarian emergency since the

children in the aftermath of Hurricane Matthew. The goal

2010 earthquake: more than 500 people died, around

was to restore, as quickly as possible, a sense of normalcy

200,000 homes were destroyed, and 1.4 million people

in the lives of children experiencing trauma after the

were left in need of humanitarian aid. In addition to

hurricane.

the loss of homes and crops, more
than 716 schools, numerous health
facilities, and existing sanitation
infrastructure all suffered damage.
As soon as Hurricane Matthew hit,
AVSI-USA launched an Emergency
Campaign and raised more than
$40,000. Thanks to our donors’
help, AVSI Haiti, with the support
of UNICEF, was able to rebuild five
schools in the commune of Tiburon,
one of the hardest hit areas. Initially,
the project provided for replacement
of school roofs, but since the state
of the destruction was worse than

> AVSI-USA FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 2016
AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2016
2016

2015

Revenue and Support

Management

Contributions and Grants

598,616

542,175

Program Service Revenue

27,896

3,979

252

103

Other Income

7,548

19,470

TOTAL REVENUE

$ 634,312

$ 565,727

516,581

472,202

Fundraising

13,092

7,931

Management & General

36,937

27,786

$ 566,610

$ 507,919

67,702

57,808

226,791

168,983

$ 294,493

$ 226,791

Interest Income

$ 36,937 (6.5%) Fundraising
$ 13,092 (2.3%)

Expenses
Overseas Programs

TOTAL EXPENSES
Change in Net Assets
Net Assets, Beginning of Year

Net Assets, End of Year

18

Overseas Programs

$ 516,610 (91.2%)
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AVSI-USA CONTRIBUTION TO THE SUCCESS OF THE AVSI FOUNDATION NETWORK
In 2016, AVSI-USA generated $322,416 in grant funding for AVSI Foundation network in more than
10 countries.
In addition, AVSI-USA leveraged support for U.S. Government and institutional funding which
amounted to 16% of AVSI Foundation’s consolidated budget of $46 million in 2016.

$169,531
AVSI-USA core operating costs

$322,416

Grant funding for AVSI network

$6.7 MILLION

USAID and other institutional
donors for AVSI network

> THANKS

> CORPORATIONS & FOUNDATIONS
Lebanon
©AVSI Lebanon

Alexander Bodini Charitable Foundation
American Endowment Fund
Benevity Community Impact Fund
CISCO Networking Academy
Charles Engelhard Foundation
Dorothea Haus Ross Foundation
Eileen Fisher
Fidelity Charitable
Raskob Foundation
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
The Loyola Foundation
The W. O'Neil Foundation

> MATCHING GIFTS

Agilent
Amazon Smile
Combined Federal Campaign
World Bank Community Connections Campaign

> GOVERNMENT & MULTILATERAL

U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID)
U.S. Department of Agriculture
U.S. State Department
U.S. Department of Labor
United Nations World Food Programme

> OTHERS

La Scuola D'Italia Guglielmo Marconi (New York)
New York Encounter
St. Patrick's Catholic Church (Southold, New York)
St. Philip Neri School (Midwest City, Oklahoma)

|
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> FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS
Joseph Ahearn
Jackie Aldrette
Andrea Allais
Roberta Alves
Nicholas & Laura Amigone
Maria Ariano
Anna Aspesi
Charles Atkinson
Damian Bacich
William Beatty
Francesco Bariani
Philip Barrows
Jeffrey Bergmann
Vincent & Jacqueline Bernardin
Brett Bertucio
Patricia Branagan
Christopher Brand
Ashley Brashear
James Brown
Gerard Brungardt
Juanita Burris
Analia Calcopietro
Fr. Peter John Cameron
Renzo Canetta
Paolo Carozza
Sofia Carozza
Ezio Castelli
Collin & Rebecca Cherico
Amelia Ann Christ
Matthew Conte
Luca Cottini
Paul Dawson
Margherita De Carli
John & Pamela Deloach
Francesco Di Gioia
James DiVasto
Timothy Dolch
Carolyn Donovan
Fr. Christopher Droste
Ralph Edezhath

John Egan
Colleen Erdman
Elisabetta Erickson
Jennifer Evancho
Raymond Fermo
Lucas & Yvonne Fernandez
Rick Fessenbecker
Jonathan Fields
Leo Fiorica
Fr. Philip Forlano
David Forte
Mila Freire
Jorg Frieden
Barbara Gagliotti
Jean Gagliotti
Claudia Teresa Ghersi
Filippo Gianferrari
Kathryn Gower
Anne Gragtmans
Emily Green
Edward Haessig
Paul Haley
Andrew Hamm
Chris Hamm
Peter Hamm
Teresa Hamm
Mary Hartmann
Matthew Henry
Brittany Higdon
Barbara Hollar
Fiona Holly
Michele Houmis
Stevan & Jane Hubbard
Nathaniel Hurd
Ivo Imparato
David Isaacs
Ricardo Izquierdo
Leah Jansen
Jeff Jenkins
Christopher Johnson

George Ketchel
Jill Koshiol
Damian & Sara Kowalewski
Ann Krajewski
Maria & Rick Kushner
Vladimir Kuzmin
Carlo & Sara Lancellotti
Giovanna Lerner
Stephen & Suzanne Lewis
Lorenzo Limonta
Giulia Lotti
Nancy Lozano
Evan & Gina Lynch
Jun Ma
Liliana Maggioni
Alvaro Manoel
Rupak Manvatkar
Camil Martinez
John Martino
Francisco Marmolejo
Andrew McGowan
Lisa Michaels
Justin Miller
Mark & Jane Milosch
Sebastian Modarelli
Sharon & Michael Mollerus
Tierney Monahan
Aura Montes
Elizabeth Nolan
Joshua Norcross
Theodore Oberman
Marita O'Brien
Vaune Ohmann
Michael & Sondra Orts
Holly Peterson
Rachel Pham
John R. Poole
Jose Porro
Stephen Prater
Lew Priven

Daniele Radaelli
Maurizio Ragazzi
Keyvan Rahmatian
Sherzad Rahmatian
Christopher Reynolds
Luca Ricci
Dominique Robb
Massimo Robberto
Martina Saltamacchia
Luca Salvi
Vincenzina Santoro
Anujeet Sareen
Giovanna Scarel
Ilaria Schnyder
Apoorva Shah
Donald Shankman
Kimberly Shankman
Debra Sheldon
Timothy Smith
Magdalena Smoot
Ronan & Irene Sorensen
Laura Stolhman
Jeffrey Stuckman
Pietro Stuardi
Leonora Subrizio
Tom Tobin
Ana Luz Torrecilla Perez
Fabio Tresoldi
David Ubelhor
Brandon Vaidyanathan
Fr. Richard Veras
Dominique Watkins
John Wayne
Joseph & Simonetta Wiener
Caitlin Willis
Gregory Wolfe
Paolo & Elisabetta Zaffaroni

donate now
ONLINE DONATIONS
avsi-usa.org/donate

AVSI-USA
DC Area Office 8730 Georgia Avenue, Suite 512
Silver Spring, MD 20910 +1-301-589-9009
infoavsi-usa@avsi.org - avsi-usa.org

AVSI Foundation
20158 Milan, Via Legnone, 4 +39.02.6749881 - milano@avsi.org
47521 Cesena (FC), Via Padre V. da Sarsina, 216 +39.0547.360811 - cesena@avsi.org
avsi.org

